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the smaller settlements paid little or no attention, for each
was busy with a revolution and a representative scheme on its
own account. At Chandernagore, which was fast losing its
commercial importance owing to the close proximity of
Calcutta, the revolutionary spirit ran into the wildest excesses.
Certain adventurers, headed by a M. Richemond, formed a
municipality there, elected judges, raised a force of 125 sepoys,
and arrested Colonel de Montigny, the governor. They took
possession of and divided among themselves the contents of
the storehouses of the French East India Company, and acted
in absolute independence of any authority whether at Pondi-
cherry, the Mauritius, or in France. They even went so far
as to place Colonel de Montigny in custody on a ship bound
for France, and protested loudly when he was released by
Lord Cornwallis, the English governor-general, and kindly
entertained by him at Calcutta. At Karikal, which is not far
from Pondicherry, a municipality was formed, in which two
parties appeared, one claiming absolute independence of the
capital and the other opposing it, and there was such violent
fighting between them that M. du Fresne was obliged to send
some French soldiers to occupy the town. At Mah6 the
newly elected mayor arrested the newly elected commandant
of the national guard; but in spite of their quarrels the settle-
ment elected a deputy to the colonial assembly at Pondicherry.
At Yanaon the situation was still more curious No attention
whatever was paid to the central authority at Pondicherry;
the governor, M. de Sommerat, was deprived of all authority,
and nine individuals formed themselves at one and the same
time into a representative committee, a council of justice, an
administrative chamber, and a municipality.1

After promulgating this constitution for the government
of the whole of the French settlements in India, the committee
at Pondicherry proceeded to arrange a scheme of local govern-
ment for the city itself. A municipality was established, a
national guard, consisting of distinct companies of Europeans
and Eurasians, was formed, and judges were elected to take
1 Hewte (1? la Revolution, vol. i. p. 245.